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him arrange for the orders. In fact the President had on his desk a
letter written by Scott that very morning. The General apologized. The
weather was vile, and he was not well enough to go to church, but
he wrote Buchanan begging that he be permitted to send these reen-
forcements. Black pressed his chief to let him go to Scott, write the
orders, and send them off. The General's aid could leave for Charleston
during the night, and instructions could be in New York and Norfolk
by noon on Monday.16
For once in his stubborn life, James Buchanan yielded. Black was
an old friend. The President was beginning to feel the need of friends,
so many were falling away, and he did not want to lose his Secretary
of State; so he told him to put his objections in writing, and he would
try a new draft. Black hurried off to get Stanton, and they sat down to
the task. The Secretary wrote rapidly and Stanton copied the sheets in
his crabbed backhand.17
While Black and Buchanan were pondering over the President's
reply, he was pressed by other influences. The commissioners them-
selves seem to have feared they had gone too far and rather regretted
having pushed the issue. That Sunday they acted through Trescott to
suggest a compromise. He and Senator Hunter were at the White
House as well as Toucey and Black. These emissaries of Secessia told
Buchanan that South Carolina would agree to evacuate Moultrie, if
Anderson were ordered back there from Sumter. The "republic" would
then formally agree to respect the status quo as long as Buchanan re-
mained in power. Also Orr disclaimed any interest in a southern con-
federacy. He said South Carolina did not want to be tied too closely to
the great cotton-growing Gulf states, which had already "sucked so
much of her blood." The state's connections were by railroad with the
central and upper river valley states. South Carolina wanted to proceed
by herself. None of them had any success with Buchanan, so Hunter ad-
vised Trescott to telegraph the Governor to block the channel by
sinking vessels. Trescott did not trust the Washington telegraph office,
so he sent a messenger to Richmond to despatch the wire from there.18
New Year's Eve found Buchanan ready to replace Floyd. He had
spoken his mind regarding Floyd's insulting letter, and Jefferson Davis
had told Floyd. The latter, regretting his high-handed resignation, had